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Gerry — Pleasant Valley Sunday (m. 35 - 91))
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Gerry — Up on the Roof (m. 1-21)
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« Beaififul .  Gerry —Scene 1 (pg.1)

S . 8 CAROLE
Bye, Bets.

Betty exits. Carole and Gerry are now alone,

GERRY
How do you know Betty?

CAROLE
We're both freshman. You?

GERRY
Junior. You go here? How old are you?

CAROLE

16. I skipped two grades. What's your major?

GERRY
Chemistry. But I'm going to be a playwright.

CAROLE

Really? I write, too. Songs.

GERRY

Me, too. But just lyrics. What about you?

CAROLE

Both but I'm not so good at words. Maybe that doesn’t matter in rock and roll.

GERRY

Until words matter, rock and roll won't. It's just lame-o teenybopper junk. Plus a single is
three minutes. What can you say in three minutes? Songs by Cole Porter or Gershwin are
like little plays. You should listen to Bach some time.

He exits. She goes to the piano and plays an intricate section of Bach. Gerry comes back
in, amazed.

#4B ~Bach Invention No. 4 in D Minor

Ok! I'm an asshole. Now I see why you skipped two grades! So you're a classical music
major?



il Gerry-Scene 1 (pg.2)

CAROLE

No, education. And I like all music. I think rock and roll is fun —- it's harder than you
think.

GERRY

Hey, I'm writing a play. There’s a scene where | need a song. You wanna write the music?

CAROLE
Uh, sure, yeah—

He opens his notebook, flips through, finds a page.

GERRY
Here. Those are the lyrics. See what you think.

He hands her the page. She starts to read.

If you don’t understand them, I can explain. There are a lot of references to stuff in the
play.

She keeps reading. He can't tell what she is feeling.
And there are some literary allusions, too, so if you don’t—

She does not look up but keeps reading. She still does not reveal her feelings. He starts
feeling nervous.

You know it’s only a first draft. And I had a toothache that day.

Give them back.

He reaches for them but she pulls them away.

CAROLE
Stop.

She keeps reading. Then looks up:

They're incredible. They have so much feeling in them. But it's put so simply.

GERRY

Yeah, that's what I was going for cause the guy, that's how he is.

Carole looks at him with a new respect.



Gerry — Scene 1 (pg.3)

CAROLE

And I thought you were just cute. Yeah, I'd love to try and write this. If I do, will you
write some words for my lame-o teenybopper songs?

GERRY

Sure. You know, you have a beautiful smile.

CAROLE

I do? I can’t see it from in here.



il Gerry —Scene 2 (pg.1)

CAROLE
You know what's so great? Finally, this is your day job! Now we can be home at night,
have dinner together, and you can read Louise her bedtime story.

—

GERRY

Right, yeah, but this is a big chance for us. We gotta build on this hit. We need to be out at

night, hitting the clubs, hearing the groups. We should decide who should sing our songs,
not Donny.

CAROLE

Well, we can’t go out every night.

GERRY
Why not? We need to set the sound, not chase it.

CAROLE

1 know but we need time for us, too. We're not just a team, we're a family.

The mood becomes TENSER.

GERRY

I'll go if you don’t want to, but I'm telling you, I, I = I cant have my life just be here and
that apartment.

A pretty young black woman, JANELLE, comes to their door.

JANELLE
I'm sorry. Do you know where Donny Kirshner’s office is?

CAROLE

Yeah, it's just — wait, are you Janelle Woods?

JANELLE
Yeah.

CAROLE

Hi, we're big fans of yours. We have all your records.



~ Gerry —Scene 2 (pg.2)

JANELLE
Thanks.

CAROLE
Donny’s office is just at the end of the hall.

JANELLE
Ok, thanks a lot.

Janelle leaves.

GERRY

I'm sorry about before. I just don’t want us to blow this chance,

She nods and smiles. She holds up his lyrics.

CAROLE

I know. Me, either. But I love your new lyrics. They really make the song feel special —

GERRY

When I was growing up, our apartment was not a happy place to be. My Dad wasn't
getting what he wanted out of life and he often had these moods — I didn’t know how to
deal with them so | used to do this. And as soon as | got up there, it all got better —

She pIays and he smge UP ON THE ROOF:
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